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Michael Gordon
Landscape Photographer

L andscape Photographer Michael Gordon is obsessed with relay-
ing the beauty of California through his photos. The California

native travels to the state’s mountains, deserts and coastlines to pho-
tograph natural landscapes and, because of California’s incredibly
diverse geography, does not feel compelled to go outside the state.
His favorite local spot to take photos is the Palos Verdes Peninsula. 
Most of his work is in black and white. He only takes color images

when the hues are so overwhelming he can’t pass up the opportunity
to capture them. Gordon only does this when natural light cooperates,
however, as he is not a fan of taking a photo with less-than-ideal color
and manipulating it through Photoshop. 
“A lot of people who are not photographers are not able to see col-

ors like blue in shadows. I see those things and capitalize on them,”
he said. “I don’t have any desire to manipulate a scene to look more
beautiful than it really is.”
Gordon is a self-taught photographer, who as a child was influ-

enced by his brother. He learned his art by taking photos and observ-
ing other photographers. He then took photography courses at Long
Beach City College, as well as fine art digital printing workshops, to
perfect his skill. 
He draws his inspiration from a wide variety of sources like music,

old western films and photographer Edward S. Curtis, who is best
known for photographing Native Americans and, through his work,
documenting the erosion of tribal cultures from European coloniza-
tion. “I looked at his work and tried to bring that into my own photos.
My work is more influenced by things other than photography, and,
least likely, other landscape photography,” he said. 
Although Gordon enjoys living in Long Beach for its close prox-

imity to Orange County and Los Angeles, “It seems like the arts have
never really gotten off the ground despite the efforts,” he said. He is
hopeful that the Long Beach Art Exchange will become a more sub-
stantial organization for the city.  
Gordon is a full-time career photographer, often shooting photos

for companies like T-Mobile. He also provides printing services and
photography workshops at his studio and in other states. 

– Staff Writer Amy Dempsey

Michael Gordon


